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(54) METHOD FOR PRODUCING OPTICALLY ACTIVE a-AMINO ACID 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent reduction in the enzyme activity of a hydrolase to be used in 
producing an optically active a-amino acid by a biochemical hydrolysis reaction by using an aqueous 
solution of an a-amino acid amide produced from an aldehyde, hydrogen cyanide and ammonium as a 
raw material. 

SOLUTION: The aqueous solution of an a-amino acid amide produced from an aldehyde, hydrogen 
cyanide and ammonium is brought into contact with an organic solvent immiscible with water and used 
as a raw material for the biochemical hydrolysis reaction to produce the optically active a-amino acid. 
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